
#2 Surviving Aliya: Children Need To Vote Confidence in Parents 

 

Your granddaughter seems to be under developmental strain, probably of a  

not very specific sort. Overall her development seems to be moving 

ahead as evidenced by her ability to learn a new language and make new  

friends in new settings. The nonspecific signs of stress are the regressive bottle and 

being picked up, and perhaps moodiness. She is perhaps dragging not just her  

feet, but part of her soul as well.  

Aliya is much more of a stress on some children than we might wish to  

realize. Parents often lose a part of their security and confidence in  

themselves as mediators of the outer world for their children. Children -  

well within the normal range- who are more dependent upon parental mediation 

find themselves without a map and without a guide. I think parental  

competence is  subject to erosion nowhere more than face to face with 

 the educational institutions here. Anglo-Saxons are not accustomed to the 

ease with which some professionals ignore parental concerns about a  

child's special inclinations or needs, and take especially Anglo-Saxon  

worries as a sign of degenerate pampering and spoiling.  Parents often feel  

humiliated not to say disregarded. This may take  a considerable toll on the  

child, who is unaccustomed to parents being relegated to the trash bin. 

 

I think it is possible that in mother's presence or home, your  

granddaughter is rejecting her more Israeli grannies and voting confidence 

in a mother whose confidence may need some boosting. Perhaps she does not 

need to demonstrate this when she is alone with you at your home. 

Based on this tentative working hypothesis, I would recommend that you  

think about how to restore your daughter's confidence in her parenting 

in this strange Levantine environment. This may involve helping to find 

avenues to express frustration and aggression about how she is being 

treated as a mother- even if she has come to the Promised Land. It certainly 

 could include allot of humor about Israeli institutional foibles. And it 

may just be that your granddaughter will do best in settings that treat  

her mother with the respect she deserves.  
 

 
 


